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BIG HISTORY PROJECT / WEB GUIDE 1

WEB GUIDE FOR EDUCATORS

This guide will help you get up and running 
with the course website — everything from 
setting up a class to exploring the con- 
tent and lesson plans. To learn more about 
teaching Big History, including how to 
structure the course, insights on assess-
ments, and topic-specific information,  
see Teaching Big History.

Home Page
The home page, www.bighistoryproject.com, is the program’s “market- 
ing” page where anyone can learn about the course. It’s important 
to note that the Big History Project provides two separate but related 
experiences — the “school” version (on the right) and the “public” 
version (on the left). The school version is optimized for teachers and 
students and includes everything from original content to projects, 
activities, and assessments. It is designed to support teachers deliv-
ering Big History in a classroom setting. The public course is a tour 
of Big History designed for anyone — curious historians, lifelong 
learners, parents, and other members of a school community who 
just want to get a sense of the course and content.

Public version, a tour of Big History  
designed for anyone.

School version, optimized 
for teachers and students.
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Syllabus Page
This page is the “front door” to the school course, and is where you 
will land after you log in to http://www.bighistoryproject.com with 
your teacher credentials. Bookmark this page for easy future access, 
and send students a link to this page to ensure easy access to the 
course.

The syllabus shows you all 10 units of the course, arranged on  
a timeline. Key “thresholds” (major transition points in history that 
define more interesting and complex things) are called out at their 
respective points on that timeline.

NOTE: Teachers and students will have different experiences on the 
site. Specifically, via the teacher console you will have access to 
class setup and management tools the students will not see. Similarly, 
in UNIT and LESSON views, teachers will see inline tips, tricks,  
and information to aid in the delivery of the material that will not  
be visible to students. To see the student view, simply click Enter 
Student Mode in the drop-down menu under your name.

Get help from  
the Big History  
Project Team.

Navigation into 
Unit content.

Updates for teachers, classroom  
management tools, and more.

Share lessons and  
insights with other.

Access personal profile, 
change password.

TEACHER NAME

TEACHER NAME
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Unit View
Each unit has its own page, which is then divided into rows that  
represent lessons. Lessons are each aligned to a specific learning  
outcome and are made up of an assortment of videos, articles,  
quizzes, and other activities that have been designed and developed  
by teachers. The unit view provides the highlights of each lesson  
so that you can quickly jump to different content elements.

Lesson row
When you click on any content item, you’ll see a window pop up  
that contains information about that item, along with a set of actions  
you can take. Students and teachers see a description and options  
to open (play) the item, download it, open an associated notebook,  
or download a transcript. Options vary depending on the content type. 
You can also access the lesson plan from this expanded view of  
the lesson row, which provides more detailed information for each 
lesson.

TEACHER NAME
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Lesson View
Each lesson in the course is accompanied by a detailed lesson plan. 
These plans are designed to give teachers guidance for structuring 
a course period that makes use of the content items, activities, and 
readings associated with that topic. There are between five and eight 
lessons per unit. We define a “lesson” as the context for and structure 
of content items. They include suggestions of steps to take with  
your class in a class period, but they are not prescriptive: use what 
works for you. While some lessons will take a single class period,  
the majority of lessons are designed to take two to three 50-minute 
class periods.

In each lesson plan, you will find scaffolding for all video and article 
content items, including guiding questions that focus on glossary  
and key ideas. In addition, the teacher view will include suggested 
responses and discussion points to support classroom discussion.

TEACHER NAME
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The student view provides instructions and context appropriate for 
students to “self guide” through a specific lesson — appropriate  
for homework, extended in-class time, or group work. Remember  
that teachers can always see what the students see by choosing  
Presentation Mode in the HELP menu.
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Content Types

Core Content
Each lesson includes several different types of content, including:

•  Main Talk videos / These lectures are delivered by the course  
author, David Christian, and cover core concepts of the course.

•  Guest Talk videos / Each of these lectures is delivered by  
one of a series of scholars from different disciplines and provide 
unique perspectives on the Big History narrative.

•  Articles / The course includes a diverse set of reading materials 
that can be read directly within the browser or downloaded to 
read in any PDF viewer. 

•  H2 — Big History / The course includes a series of video clips 
from Big History, a History Channel program on H2.

•  Infographics / The course includes a series of infographics that 
cover interesting topics relevant to each unit.

Activities
Each lesson includes a variety of classroom activities to support  
student inquiry and research into the core ideas of the course.  
These include: 

•  Openings / Designed to activate prior knowledge and stimulate  
student learning, these short activities are intended to help  
students state what they already know about a topic — miscon-
ceptions and all – and transition into the class period.

•  Activities / The course includes a diverse set of activity types 
that repeat and deepen over the course of the year. Each activity 
takes about 15 — 30 minutes and can extend over more than one 
class period, providing students ample opportunity to explore and  
challenge their own understanding of the key ideas of the course.

CORE CONTENT

ACTIVITIES
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•  Investigations / Each unit of the course includes an assessment  
activity that asks students to respond to a driving question by 
drawing evidence and insights from a selection of leveled read-
ings. Students compose a five-paragraph essay that is evaluated 
for the construction of their argument, use of evidence, under-
standing of the core ideas of the course, and writing mechanics.

Unit Resources
Each unit of the course includes a set of teacher support materials to 
help teachers manage instruction as well as create their own materials 
in support of the course. These include:

•  Unit Teaching Guide / Each unit includes its own teaching  
guide that walks through the unit learning outcomes, key ideas, 
and instructional tips from other Big History teachers.

•  Unit Slides / Each unit includes PowerPoint slides designed to 
help teachers display unit learning outcomes and key images,  
as well as supporting questions from the lessons.

•  Unit Text Reader / All reading materials from the course are  
available in Word format so that teachers can excerpt the content 
when creating their own course materials. This use is covered  
by the license, as long as excerpts are properly attributed to  
the Big History Project and not used for commercial purposes.

•  Teaching Big History / In Units 1 and 5, veteran Big History  
teacher Tammy Shreiner talks about best practices of teaching  
the course in a two-part video.

UNIT RESOURCES
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Quizzes / Assessments
The course includes three short quiz- and test-style activities. These 
activities are not considered secure because students can access 
them by signing up for the course as a teacher. As a result, the mate-
rials are recommended as supporting activities rather than traditional 
quizzes and tests. These include:

•  Unit Quizzes / Each unit includes a 20-question multiple-choice 
quiz covering core ideas in the unit.

•  Glossary Challenge / Each unit includes a quiz covering the  
glossary for that unit.

•  Unit Test / There are three unit tests over the term of the course. 
They are all similar and are designed to provide preterm, midterm, 
and final assessment details to the teacher. The material in all 
three tests reflects the entire course, not merely the material cov-
ered by a specific unit.

Feedback
The course includes three surveys for both teachers and students. 
This survey data is used to help the Big History Project team continu-
ously improve the course materials, website, and program. All of  
the data collected is submitted anonymously. We ask that all schools 
take these surveys three times:  in the first week of the course, after 
completing Unit 6 (or at about the midpoint of the course term), and 
again at the end of the course.

QUIZZES/ASSESSMENTS
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Console
The teacher console is your home for course management — set up 
periods, reveal and hide quizzes and tests for your students, complete 
teacher logs and surveys, read messages from the Big History Project 
team, and access additional resources.

Set up a period: Click “Add Period” on the console page. You can enter 
names one at a time, upload a .csv file, or paste in a list of email  
addresses. Email will be sent to each student with login information and 
passwords.

Welcome Teacher

Welcome Teacher

Welcome Teacher
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Toggle on / off quizzes and tests: The site makes it easy for teachers  
to control when students can see and access these activities — simply 
toggle them on and off as needed. Reminder: Quizzes and tests are  
not secure because students can access them in advance by setting up  
a new account posing as a teacher.

NOTE: All assessments, activities, and quizzes are optional. Big History 
Project provides these resources based on teacher participation  
and feedback. Teachers are free to administer them online (students 
can easily “submit” to share results with you) or you can print hard 
copies as needed. Test keys are also easily accessible in “teacher 
view” at the UNIT level.

Logs and surveys: The Big History Project needs active, frequent feed-
back from teachers to improve the course. These are purely optional but 
all teachers are encouraged to fill out and submit both surveys and logs 
to keep us up to speed on their successes and challenges with the course.
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Investigations
Investigations are inquiry-based activities that help frame some of 
the big issues tackled in each unit. They invite students to take  
up a problem and require them to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate 
evidence to construct their own response. Students can complete  
and submit a portion of the investigation online.

Profile
Access your profile from the Name menu in the navigation bar.  
On this screen, you’ll complete or correct your personal details, and  
indicate your role, your teaching credentials, and how many years  
of teaching experience you have. We don’t share your personal  
information, but it’s helpful for us to have a sense of who makes  
up the Big History Project community.

In Profile, we also ask for your school details and whether you are 
co-teaching the class. It’s also where you can reset your password, 
should the need arise.
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Big History Project Community
When you start teaching Big History, you become part of a community 
of educators around the world who are doing the same thing. It’s  
a complex course and there is no reason to reinvent the wheel. In the 
Big History Project Community pages you’ll be able to share lesson 
plans, course structure ideas, and your suggestions for improving the 
course.

Getting Help
We hope that you’re excited to dive into Big History. If you need  
help along the way, there are several resources available: 

•  The full course guide: Teaching Big History 

•  Teaching Big History videos: Veteran Big History teacher Tammy  
Shreiner describes best practices of teaching the course.

•  Resources section in the Teacher Console

If you have more questions:

•  For technical assistance, email  
techhelp@bighistoryproject.com

•  For course help, email  
coursehelp@bighistoryproject.com


